Alexander [1] proved that every orientable n-dimensional manifold can be represented by such a covering. Later Tucker [22] gave a combinatorial definition of a more general type of covering in which there is allowed not only ' branching ' but ' folding ' as well. Seifert [17] gave a combinatorial definition of a covering of a 3-dimensional manifold branched over a (single or multiple) knot, and [18, 19, 20] derived important knot-invariants therefrom. Freudenthal' s compactification process [8] can be evolved out of the new process.
In 5 the branched covering concept is given a precise meaning.
Conditions are found in 6 ensuring that a branched covering of a complex (or manifold) be a complex ( [8] has shown that any connected, locally connected, locally compact, Riemann surfaces [2 3] and Riemann spreads [1, 2] Seifert[17] and probably also the type considered by Montgomery and Samelson [15] , In an attempt at such a generalization, I replaced the set of components of quasicomponents off~l (W) by a decomposition off~l (W) subject to suitable conditions. However, the resulting theory turned out to be rather unsatisfactory, in that the associated non-singular fibre space has to have a ' totally disconnected group '. Such a restriction is obviously much too severe. The example of the lens spaces, which are singular fibre spaces in the sense of Seifert [17] , shows that a singular fibre space cannot be uniquely recovered from its associated non -singular fibre space, at least unless some additional structure is posited. In the case of the Seifert singular fibre spaces the additional structure is roughly the type of torus knot determined by a non-singular fibre in the neighborhood of a singular fibre, and is given by the numbers a, p in the 'symbol' (cf. [17] ).
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